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ö "PRAISE. THE. LORD, 'O MY. 800L, 'AND 
ALL: THAT. IS WITHIN ME, PRAISE HIS 
| "Auf Dua, n FORGET NOT, ALL EIS ; 


ations of the Palmis 
strongly expressive of sentiments af the 
most lively gratitude! Whatever may have a 
given rise to them whether they pro- 
ceeded from à conviction of his having 
ed pardon of those enormous sins 
d terror in his conscience, 
d him to the brink of the 
grave; or whether they were the effect of 
* SOME 


= e in his behalf, some 8 de- 
El liverance from a national or personal cala. 


mity, is. not of material consequence for 
us to ascertain: it is enough to know that, 


considered under both or either point of 


view, they are no less becoming in our 
mouthis than in that of the royal prophet. 


Ves, there is no sinner, however he may 


have incurred the dreadful sentence of re- 


probation, who, in sin cerely repenting and 
prostrating himself before the throne of 
grace, may not, through the blood of the 
cross, obtain remission of his sins, and thus 
have reason to call on the powers of his Soul 


5 to praise the Lord for 80 great salvation. 


thanksgiving an 
with victories, and sheltering us by his 
5 Providence from the severest calamities? 
Is not this a duty to which we are im- 


On the other hand, are we not os . 


sembled, as 'a nation highly favoured of 
Go, to offer him the just tribute of 
d praise, in crowning us 


pelled by a variety of motives? Do not 


the dictates of reason, a regard for. our own 
ww TY 2 5 5 3Y : e n 


do the eee en ern, all 
unite and enjoin us to enter into the pious 
sentiments of the Psalmist? And in con- 
templating the glorious events that have 
lately taken place, either the dangers from 
which we have been delivered, or the suo- 
cesses in which we have had cause to tri- 
— the subject so 2 inconsiderate 
perverse us not to look up to that all- 
gracious Power wWwho hath brought these 
mighty) things to pass, and to exclaim, in 
all: the fullness and energy of gratitude, 
Pra Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me, praise his holy name. Praise 
the Lord, O . _ W zee not n 
. is benefits bas fg: 

The en Wwe bers weed Nom 
Gop- that it is our duty to praise him for 
these benefits and the kind of praise we 
are to render him are the three objects * 
which these words natural] y present to our 
consideration; but, in endeavouring to do 
| f to the first head of my discourse, I 
eee 98 Shall 


| Auding- inden ** n oe . HN bas + Ain 
N 76. Thoenedane hw received r, 
| wand de more, oays\ the Poalniixt, 
an 2 — 


Ivo the great — of creation, | 
rvation, and redemption our present 

and Future de eSULing tion the advantages of 
_ the peace , welfare, and proben, of ates 
the health, comfort, and success of indivi. 
duals; the endowments eee ves of 
| "ou and mind; all the dignity of the 
man, and all the pre-eminence of the 
Christian; the aid of reason, and the power 
of speech; the light of the gospel, and the 
support of grace; the influence of exam- 

ple, and the efficacy of precept ;—in 3 
"wards whatever ' 1s presented to our view, 

tion, 


24 


|  thankfulhy-to'/a 


0,93 


tion, procla aloud the munihebee of 
our creator- Every thing is a benefit flow 
ing from his liberal hand. h BUG JAI 
. 10 But amidst the dende sourees of 
gratitude e around us, we are called on the 
present day to direct your views net 80 
much to those which adorn the man and 
exalt the Christian, as to those which pro- 
mote the wxelfare of civil society, and con- 
fer happiness on the subject or citizen. — 
And under this single relation to him who 
is the Gon of all the kingdoms of the eurihß, 
what abundant cause have not we, the 
most distinguished among these kingdoms, 
owledge his benefits? 
Jo declare alt the: wonders that God hath 
done for the people of these realms, for 
us his: children, would be in a manner to 
relate the whole history of our country. 
Ichould have to go back to the remotest 
Kras, and trace from them the first blos- 
soms of liberty, till its fruit ripened and 
came to perfection in times near our own. 
&þ should Have to relate how often the 
r of the Almighty has interposed 

| 7 -,&9 in 


2 5 a. 
< # 


_ tained, our liberty | Was se 


8 ere eee the : 


violent and daringjattacks; mins from 


nations! of 


the,arttul and -ingidious 


+. H9epenties: but, in takiuigumobobiretro- 
fa peſts; L Lghould zar | 


3 wh ol eg u 11 my * 


ſpe 0 the selfishness and ir Dt 


of our mature, that our — the - 
Supreme Being (if ever such a>bensation 
takes possess ion of our hearts) is eeldom ex- 


eited, but hy what comes unde 
experienoe. We deem it ani1 1 some 
togarycourminds back ta-thoso/epocks 
our;(history;; when, by a providential di 
rection of events, Our licht, e e 


religion fręe ; from Pa Rea. __ 


stition was, egtablisbed These are hene 


which, hecauze no more seen, too oſten are 


no more felt; and et to them we owe 


our present happiness and prosperity 
Had not our forclathers tee eee 
Wagener neyer.shoul, been in 


N de uitostkohh we mo are; never have en- 
joyed a dominion and commerce $0 exten- 
sive, nor a pre- eminence among nations s 
great. 'T he benefits Gon confers in order 
to affect us, must not only be great, they 
must be new must not only be abundant 
and extraordinary, they must be obvious 
to the senses, and their fruits must be 
reaped immediately. If then, in confor- 
mity to the design of this day, without 
any effort of the imagination, or any ela · 
borate search, we are enabled to produce 
zuch instances of Gop's goodness towards 
us, shall we not address you with singular 

advantage? May we not flatter ourselves 
with some success to our preaching; and 
that you will give the God. whom we 
serve, your tribute of een and 
praise? iran Tyr 4 4 
In order to me thee benefit with 
fidelity, it will be necessary briefly to ad- 
vert to the circumstances which have pre- 
ceded the occasion on which we are now 
asembled. Many years, you will recol - 


lect, have — since we have been in- 
volved 
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| rolyed-i ntest of om n 
vo in 2 con an 


1 ee in 150 pringnow; ey OO momen- 
tous than indeterminate in its issue. 
7 93 1 Should there, at this period: of. knowledge 
Fe. mation, prevail two opinions on 
the' necealtyof commencing this war, and 
the manner of conducting it, yet an accu · 
mulation of events of such a nature has 
taken place as to extort from the most 
prejudiced: observer, and much more "A 
the professed friend to his cout int 


__ _ tending with an enemy wer with prin- 
_ ciples the most hostile to the interests and 
welfare of nkind at large; an enemy 
who have sought to gratify their inordi- 
nate ambition, not by partial conquests, by 
the captures of fleets and armies, or the 
acquisition of subordinate territories, as 
means to procure them an advantageous 
and durable peace, (the object for which 
all former wars have been carried on) but 
Who aim at nothing less than the entire 

| overthrow of all Social order, and of Chris- 

| tianity 


Fg: | 1 13 1] 
tianity its fundamental support; who de- 
er an implacable hatred against all in- 
stitutions civil and sacred which time has 
rendered venerable, and the enn of 
which experience has confirmed. Well 
may we adopt the language of authority 
in the prayer of the day, and say that we 
are contending '*:for' more than gain or 
"9 glory, for religion and publick liberty, 
5 pendance of our country, for | 
«the rights of civil society, for the main- 
tenance of every ordinance divine and 
« human, essential to che ens of 
« man? 9911 bis 
e ROO admitted} * epmetiben 

are we left to draw but that of all the wars 
in which we have been engaged, success 
in this was most ardently to be desired? in 
particular, if we consider ourselves distin- 
guished as a safeguard or barrier fixed to 
oppose that torrent of licentiousness and 
irreligion which has diffused so much mi- 
dery among mankind. The importance of 
any success must be weighed by the mag- 
vitude of events depending on it and 
what 


| dna how little reliance is to be placed 
on they e. and: counsels of men? 
With an example un paralleled, they have 
5 ve HR aiauileted to arms the vigour 
and flower of the population of their whole 

country. Of these, tumultuous bands have 


aan has ee the want of Idvinline} 
and the impetuosity of whose progress no- 
| thing has been able to resist. Desolat 
and arne have followed their steps, 
quest lias succeeded conquest, and the 
spoils of 6. proplenbdued; K have afforded 
#40 wel * neee chdins on the necks 
of others. T1103 96110 | 
Let us obs now iy to whine wk on the 
dause of scenes 50 awful and alarming. Let 
us not now enquire why the impious and 


erucl, the violators of every tie human and 
divine, 


didse, could: be pers o. — 
be sent as plagues to punizh the na- 
tions around. Let us be satisfied, that in 
his, as in all other events, eternal wisdom 
will vindicate its ways, and could alone 
8 direct eternal justice in the choice of 
amm its rights on guilty men. 
surveying the melancholy fate of our 
1eighbours, let not! our Bearts be callous 
or r indifferent tothe spectacle; but, avoid. 
ing all unproſitable conjectures in regard 
to tem, let us be employed in reflecting 
what reasons we have ito be. nen 
ourselves. „ act 284 off eb 
Amidst this rig 20 8 
. attempts, the ravages and arbitrary strides, 
of the enemy into the territories of others; 
amidst the confiscation of the property 
and effusion of the blood of the innocent; 
amidst the ories and lamentations of the 
desolate and oppressed what an unspeak- 
able beneſit is it not, that removed from 
the bavock and tury, the horror and ug 


A 


J udah and I cracl of old, every man under | 
Nis 


in the enjoyment Agi wY | 
"3 RE bug * 94,418 e ee ao; 


Whilst een airy offered 
ebe under the most e 7&1 


— wit not that the Al. 
mighty should seem to reserve for us, the 


| T1 
glory of avengi 


that, at least, (whatever may be his future 
designs in regard to us according to our 
2 he has for the preps humbled 
baer our ee 8 a 
which they cannot but hear and feel, 
hitherto shalt thou come and no farther ; 
lere shall thy ambitious projects be staid. 
On that element, where we have hi- 
therto been deemed invulnerable, Go 
has enabled us to * our accustomed 
0545 HAUSA Our 


is _ 


[FS] 


been distinguished for a a and kill 
_ uniformly- conspicuous. 
have we been engaged, whatever may 
have been our inferiority of force, that has 
not added glory to our arms, vigour to our 
cause, and ardour to our hopes? I am 
not to enter into repetitions and details of 
exploits, which engaged our attention and 
called forth our gratitude on a similar oc- 
casion the preceding year; without in the 
least derogating from their merit, we may 
gay, that the importance of recent victories 
is such as to absorb almost all idea of for- 
mer ones. If Britain, by her magnani- 
mous exertions on the main, before shone 
with an unrivalled splendour; what must 
be the increase of this splendour now that 
the entire dominion of the seas is in a man- 
ner entrusted to her care? In vain have 
all the maritime powers of Europe been 
driven into an inveterate combination 
against her Go. has arisen in her behalf, 
and they are scattered. In presuming to 
try with us their strength, they have had 
only to bewail their imprudence, and suf- 


In what conflict 


fer 


eker ta humble Ke and hs 
add wreaths. to the broyrs of their conque- 
rots. In vain has the pali of ny, on 
more than one occasion, een dbstinatel 
disputed -noattifice, resalution, « or courage, 
has been able to withhold it from our in- 
trepid bands: 1To diz ve to engage, and 
to conquer, are occurrences) which, in re. 
guard to the enemy, have been n us bw. 
fallibly dependant aon each other. i 

But if, in contemplating — — 
we must "_ e ho: some oource or 


7 


: ther, 54% bet, in e ee shall 
the conquexors ascribe their success? 
Was it their on gwondl that helned them, 
or was it not rather that invisible arm 
which alone doeth wonders For the children 


e men? And whilst our bosoms glow 
with gratitude to those of our fellow-crea- 
tures, whg as subordinate agents procured 


us these benefits; whilst they receive from 
us the well- earned rewards of honour and 


wealth, o. esteem and love shall we not, 
alter 


＋ 
E * 
1 ” + 


11 


n W exumple of their FOOTY acknows 
ledge that it is ALMIGHTY: GOD alone 
who giveth victory to Kings? Shall we not 
 ascribe to him the glory and praise, since we 
see displayed in these victories all his per- 
fections? It was his wisdom which pre- 
sided over the councils, inspired the reso- 
lutions, and animated the directions, of our 
chiefs. It was his power which provided 
the resources, set in motion the different 
 bprings, gave force and activity to each, 
and prepared a happy issue from the 
whole. It was his justice which humbled. 
and chastised our enemies, whilst his mer- 
cy spared and delivered us. Shall we not 
then adore and praise this divine merey 
for the wonders' it hath done? And in of- 
fering up à sacrifice so becoming, let us 
not confine our views to one kind of bene- 
tits, or one method 1 in which Gop has dis- 
played his. goodness i in our favour. | 
If his all- powerful arm has been so emi- 
nently stretched over us in the day of battle, 
has he forgotten to be gracious in moments 
1 ll W danger; Are there no other 
; events 


tod of vengeance,' was to that country only 


7 eee but thoos f usiad 
„ which he has effected our Mates ance. 
| Has be not called i in the elements of na- 


2 to our aid: 2% And is it deviating 
ſrom the purpose of this day to remind 
you, bow contrary to expectation an arma ' 
ment of the enemy eluded the unwearied 
vigilance of a force destined to watch its 
motions, and counteract its views; and, 
teaching the distant shores of our sister 
kingdom, prepared for its invasion? But 
have we forgotten that this same arma- 
ment, formidable by an apparent success, 
had scarce time to* congratulate itself 
thereon, that its' hopes were flattered but 
to be defeated; that its arrival was almost 
instantly followed by its dispersion and 
thus that rod, which had actually visited 
and drawn blood from other nations as a | 


a rod of threatening *—no sooner held up 


to view: than withdrawn, admonishing us 
e 1 at 


21 1 


" the ame time Bagh ef ä 
inguſſſcienoy, and. pointing to him y 
ridati on the eck * ene 
of rouge and raſety.. 4267 74% DIV: | 
know well J allude hoe TOI 
cedent to the celebration of last [year's 
sugeesges, (but not to mention that it leads = 
4% others. of great moment for our \con- 

sideration) you will recollect that we were 
not then, competent to estimate all the 
value of this deliverance, nor to testify our 
_ gatitude for it accordingly; you will re- 
collect, that the most happy discoveries 
had not then taken place to acquaint us 
with the perilous situation of Zreland; and, 
unable to judge of the extent of the mis- 
chief that threatened it, how could we 
form an adequate idea of the benefit con- 
| fened on it? Now we know that the most 
au and malignant piots of domestick 
 loes——plots formidable at once by their 
| axiduous. conteivance, their extensive in- 
* ee gy, were in 


5 . © ] 
agitation” to co-operate: with the bold and 
desperate attempts of the foreign enemy. 
Had the hour for tlie explosion of these 
plots arrived by the fortunate concurrence 
of an invading” force; how ravaging must 
Wecken their effects? And thus doubly 
menaced, beset within and without, what 
but the hand of Providence, 50 seasonably 
coming to its aid, could have saved that 
scemingly⸗ devoted Arti from Arte 
E 
Nayz more, you will calle it 5 but 
lately, and from redent facts, that we have 
come to a knowledge of the credit and in- 
fluence, as well as the malignity, of those 

- who conspired her downfal Wit is but 
lately we learnt, when detected by the 
vigilance of administration, and called to 
answer for the crime of trèeason, what 
powerful advantages they could bring to 
their support, and by what testimonies 
their characters would not only be upheld 
but extolled; testimonies of persons re- 
nowned amongst ourselves for espousing 
. . ret the cause of n, liberty, and 
%. 5 9 breathing 


_ ] ES 
Wet the purest patiftickbaickre — 
| persons of a distinction, that if, in this: in⸗ 
stance, wo are obliged to deplore their 
mistakew zeal or violent prejudices, - we 
cannot withhold our general admiration of 
their $plendid talents and-eminent abilities. 
Such were the respectable defenders whiom - 
traitors had the good fortune to produce, 
when standing at the bar loaded with a con- 
ciousness of their crimes; crimes of which 
a dread of punishment afterwards extorted 
a confession. But why bring before you a 
circumstance, over whieh it may be said, 
Christian charity should induoe us to throw 
a veil? Is it to investigate the motives, 
to decide on the principles, or | expose- to 
obloquy, the characters of individuals? Is 
it to pronounce their conduct, with some 
the effect of a presum̃ption that cannot be 
too strongly reprobated; with others of an 
ignorance that cannot be too deeply la- 
mented; or with others of an imprudence 
that cannot be too speedily forgotten? Is 
it thus to execute judgment on them? No, 
| we 99 not . their own master 
ITY > e 


. dence — 
: E c principle, eren an intimacy of con- 
1 ) with those, (of hom there was 
: den cer e to presume what bas 
.since: been incontrovertibly proved) that 
chey wished to dae Min n in the 
= "mu blood of their country need we 
any stronger argument to illustrate the 
bee er the danger that threatened 
'us, and the goodnes of that Gop who | 
| ram HG: NF eee 
Let us nat be accused then of exceed- 
ing the limits of our duty, of espousing 
—_— the state against another, or 
n theatre: - —— 
lavishly such reſlectivns are bestowed on 


dur profession, 2 n to the 
x * 2111 5 | | | miseries 


nicios-maxins — have 
occazionied them. For my own part, I 
will nat repel such an accugation;; by: an 
appeal to the general tenour- of my dis- 
oounves 3 but I will ask Is it meddling 
with politicks, or excceding our phere as | 
| goopel-ministors, to derive! inferences from 
pasing events, 10 discern tlie eigns: of the 
inch; Rt os hearers as citizens: 
fue principles, — — 
however innocent and laudable in times of 
general peace and seburity, become hazar- 
dous and even criminal; hen in a time of 
commotion they may serve as! disguises 60 
facilitate the ruin of your country Is-it 


meddling with politicks, to reinind you of 1 


your duty as Christians, to advise you to 
raise yourselves above second causes, to 
look from a few. turbulent promatersi of 
edition, hose efforts may prove as impo - 
tent as they are mischie vous up to that 
august Power the Most High, who raleth 


=" kingdom of ew and giveth it to 
MS | whomever 


___ equally conducive to a nation's goo 


whomever e can make the 
machinations of the wicked; however art- 
fullyocontrived, and the errors of the im- 
— 

7 71 

it: meddling withipolitioks} to apply these 
æeflections to the business of the present 
pr rover om; A been en of pts 4 


F RM success ir in 
battle; but the preservation off that king: 
dom from the foulest, the most artful, and 
mast dangeroug rebellio ?: :::: 
10 And would you not be eager to con- 
demn me, fortunate natives of that much 
faydured ile, if I did not refer you to this 
Great First Cause as tlie Author of your 
3 mahle: heneſit are not you indebted? Think 

only: on the event just mentioned, as con- 
nectedl avith subsequent discoveries; and 
8 in that n 8 . The” _ 


[nj 


land God, glorious in power, had not 
decked in pieces the enemy x; if, instead of 
being driven away like the /smoke, or swal- 
lowed up in the abyss, they had been suf- 
fered to go on prospering and exulting in 
success hat consequences must you not 
have nom experienced to what calami- 
ties have been exposed? I speak not of 
seeing your native soil become the seat 
of a sanguinary struggle, subjected to 
scenes of cruelty and horror more dread- 
ful than those we have lately witnessed. 
But yourselves, who might have escaped 
these evils, instead of ranking with us as 
prosperous and independant fellow- citi- 
ꝛzens, would you not have been reduced to 
the state of wretched exiles or dependent 
fugitives? Unable to practise those gene- 
rous virtues for which your country is 
renowned, might you not have been obli- 
4 ged to solicit bounty, instead of conferring 
Wc Might you not have resembled those 
rietims hed loyalty, of whom we have seen 
. — 
#13 180 FH Exodus xv. 5 i 


80 


dae Destituse und forlorm ourselves, 


Wee e hy Penn rom = 
2 "of the traitor or assatein; habe been 
Spare only to be passed in penury — 


might yo not have beheld those families, 
whose protectio: vo oontitutes your $0- 
lace and deliglit, left to wander for gupport 
in a world overflowing "with every gpecies 
of burbarity, corrupti , and" iniquity :- 
And would any” thing more hure been 
wanting to fill you with di ; 
despair? With what rex sensation 
then must you be inspired! How mut 
vour hearts burn within — eipent 
on these benefits of the: MOST HIGH; ve 
ire! nom met ih his presenoe to acknow- 
ledge and celebrate! Imagine not, how 
ever; that it is to humble you, or to presume 
on our on taſtty and strength, we call on 
this duty. No, our fate would no doubt 
SOQR have followetl yours; but should your 

le prove to be only of the 


£ game weight i in negate with our own, will 
* 


Lc 


tw! 


— 
that eden ale powers of our soul are 
not adequate? In particular, will you nat 
display your energy and-zeal, in offering up 
praises for another blessing which claims 
equally our tribute, and which, though not 
0 recent as others, from its magnitude and 
importance as the foundation of all, can- 
not be too often repeated, nor too deeply 
engraved on che hearts _— nem 
un realms? i 
If the» waters ou a nete 143 abe 
ouroe were to be either corrupted. or ex- 
| hawted; its dependent streams must cease 
to impart their eustomary nourishment to 
those indebted to them for existence. If 
the great luminary, which presides over 
our planet, were to be-extinguished or re- 
moved from its place, we must instantly 
perish for want of its invigorating heat;— 
And of what use would be the dews of. 
heaven, and light of the sun, to us? What 
vould become of the strength, pride, and 
consequence of this island, now the envy 
and admiration of the universe, if deprived 
. . : "af 


tl 


oy its Anaptoganble: bulwark, it maritime 
source? Of what use would be the 
boasted valour and superior talen ts of o1 
. commanders, if they wanted- the einews . 
and springs necessary to ow them into 
z ction? And how deplorable must be the 
fate of that country, which; after. having 0 
resisted all injuries from without, could 
find within herself the seeds of its o 
destruction; if among „those children, 
which as a tender parent she brought up 
and selected for her guardians, any could 
be so deluded as to rebel against her, and 
Pr of her enemies l Was 
not this, however, a catastrophe at which 
we once had reason to tremble? At one 
critical period, was not every heart de- 
pressed at the idea of the frightful evil that 
threatened us? But was not this also the 

| Period when our good God. appears again 
in our behalf, and disappointeth the devices 
5 of i the crafty*; when the glam around us 
_ i8:dispelled, -and light i is geen, to issue ;out 
eee EE Ro Ed 


=— * Job v. 12. 


"LL 2 
x; The seeds of sedition but too be Sa 
propagated among the multitude ( particu- 
larly in our sister kingdom) produced fruit 
soms of those with whom loyalty and bra- 
very had hitherto been inseparable. Hence 
arose murmurs and discontents as dan- 
gerous as novel, for the suppression of 
wbich, it was difficult to know what re- 
 medies to apply :—no sooner, by the trial 
of lenient measures, was the contagion 
checked in one quarter, than it was found 
to spræad with greater violence and rapi- 
dity in another! And when ruin thus 
stares in the face, what blessed conse- 
quences for our present happiness have we 
not to record? The application of mea- 
sures more spirited and vigorous brings 
our brave mariners to a conviction of their 
error: — they discover the views of their 
insidious conductors, who are given up as 
acrifices. to the justice of their offended 
brethren, and as examples to effect the 
restoration of order and discipline. Dis- 
Row * any surmises or malignant 
insinuations, 5 
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in futuro! Let us be content with draw. 
ing a veil over the past. It is a delusion, 
the victims of which have e. 
piated its effects by their steady exertion: 
their irresistible courage, their noble co1 
debe en r country's cause 
Wage 17 the' . they nee buch | 
gained. Let then this event be for ever 
| blotted from our annals; or rather remem- 
bered only to pridice and give thanks to Him 
who alone, in his goodness, g 
rebellious wills of men. 1 
Thus have I declared to 500 some of 
Eh 4 striking benefits or wonders which 
Gon hath done for us his children, of which 
we Rave been in a manner recent spec- 
tators; but, after all, may we not justly 
exclaim with the pious Job, Lo, these are 
paris of hic dodge, but how little a portion is 
Lueard of him?*' In fact, if your admira- 
tion has been raised, it has been only from 
a e view FE the > outline nk _ 
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in the gross. Af. I may make use © of the 
compatizon—you may be said to have 
taken an external survey of some useful or 
curious machine, which has given vou plea- 
sure; but how much greater would your 
pleasure be, if this machine taken to 
pieces, you were to examine minutely its 
Separate parts, descry all its secret and deli- 
cate springs, their complex movements, 
and their regular dependencies on each 
other? In like manner, how would your 
gratitude be increased, if 1 could enter 
into a detail of those scenes which have 
engaged your attention; if I could point 
out the assemblage of circumstances, the 
cCoincidlence of measures, the happy com- 
bination of times, places, and persons 
all fortuitous in the sight of man, but di- 
rected in fact by the hand of Gon, to 
crown. with success the wisdom and bra- 
very of our chiefs, or to defeat and set at 
nought the perfidious and. malignant. at- 
lempts of our enemies! _ 

| Nay, more; how would your 490065 
ene . Nn me to en- 


— NY large 
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largo on other general — Gov's 


. goodness, even during the past ye 
as, the fertility of our seasons, — /g 
rity of our commerce, the unanimity of 
our cbunsels, the wisdom and efficacy of 


their measures. But from what has been 
advanced, do you not eagerly anticipate 
me in exclaiming, What shall. toe render 
unto the Lord wherewith Shall we come be- | 
fore Him, and bow ourselues before the most 
kigh Gor? And what, ob man, doth thy 


Soy require | of: thee; in exchange for 
these his mercies? hard and severe sacri- 
fiees—wacrifioes' and -burnt-offerings to be 


consumed-at the expence of thy silver and 
gold? No; he demands of us only the 


tribute a grateful heart; or, in other 
words, that we admire, adore, love, and 
serve our benefactor. He requires of us 
only the duty of a rational creature to its 
Creator; a duty constantly recommended 
in scripture; and s indispensable, that 
without it there can be no religion; a 


duty, the obligation of which extends even 


to the . * the employ- 


ment 


2 * T9 


ts 1. 


adi tot FOR and just men was erte; 
and what can'be more delightful, more 
noble, and advantageous for us? 

Shall we not then be eager to litt up our 
eyes to Him from whom alone cometh our 
help; Him of whom, through whom, and to 
whom, are all things;* Him who is the 
firs, and who is the last, and besides whom 
there is no God?F and in contemplating 
his august majesty, his unbounded loving- 
kindnes and mercy, shall we not exclaim, - 
Praise the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is 
within me Praise his holy name? All that 
is within me: in order to render his gra- 
titude acceptable to his Creator, the 
Pealmist calls on all the powers of body 
and soul, the mind, heart, and tongue, 
every thing, to be engaged in it. In 
like manner, after bis example, let us o- 
cupy our minds with the idea, and impres 
our hearts with a just sense of all his be- 
nefits; if the Lord has been unbounded i in 
his Soodness, let us endeavour to be so in 

| ® Rom. xi, 0 + Tsaiah xliv. 8. 
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| 8 that to regard the least as well as 
the greatest, personal and Particular as well 


| : as publick and general ones, 15 impowible; 
| 8 255 2 7 of, chose, which in 
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AY ever escape u us; ; Tet 1 us wok 
their nature, their circumstances, and 
eſſects, with a a seneibility of soul pro- 
Portio ironed. to their value; then, from the 

: © alanidgnce, of a Zee mind and 2 
| . penetrated. heart, the , mouth will peak, 
50 1 1 other the works that Gov 


$$ B.A 4 


N ch done, and, excite them u to unite in 
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ap re 

m aul, und forget not all nor one of his | 

benefits... Let not our (gratitude, then, die 

usa morning cloud, oy as the early, dew'thet 


1 the Lom. o 


goesſi auiay!* On the contrary, by: aifre> 
quent recollection of the past, as well: as 
lation of the, present, let it lead 

nt. IDSLAIN ial effects. What 


——— p "th Almighty conferred on 
us thege benefits? Were we such as to 
merit them (supposing even a fallen crea- 


ture cquld have any merit of his on) by 
our works? Was the current of evil stop- 
ped among us: our divisions and disputes, 


aur murmurings and discontents, our pub- 


lick and private transgress ions, were they | 


at an end? Or, instead of attracting on us 


the favour of Gop, were they not uch As 
to provoke him to anger? 

Having, however, ex perienced this ins 
your, what are we now? Alas, I wish not 
to intrude on yaur attention a subject 
which * enibitter all the joys of this 
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Dy noir e 
to enforce the necessity of he wing forth 55 
our praise by a change of our lives, by re- 
pentance and obedience, if we wish "= * 
contiriuance of the divine support. 


Wt our Os * 1 2 inordinate acts - low 


wounds that bleed, nor to prby 


dibns that inust afflict every virtuous pa- 
triot and sincete Christian! I Wish not 
even to think, on à day like this, How 
much the laws of bur good GD are vio- 
hated, Ad eee, enen 4 


rely he tides inbet be buch 


Let us, then, break of our bn. vnn 


-* e that it may be a lengthening'of tir 


tranguillity.* Great as are the occasions 
for which we have to rejoice,'let us'7&oice 
with. trembling. Let the exultation we 


feel in the magnificent display in our 
| cause of Gop's goodness, be tempered with 


a. becoming humiliation at the idea of our 
own unworthiness. Let us not manifest 
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— pleasure, Vet hprtheboprrecans 5 
harmonious: joys which are the result 7 
piety and virtue. Let harmony extend ue 
influence over All our views and pursuits. 
Let us be all of one mind. Let us silence 
dur prejudiees and pussions; particularly ; 
t 95 Which itend to fun she flame of civil 
fsoord, to excite gealousies and animosi- 
ties, that can be of noluse but to frustrate 
the schemes of our rulers, und to promote 
the views of tlie factibous und $editious.— 
Let us all of this nation resdlve to join 
heart and hand in support 6f a cause, 
which, in a certain degree, is the cause of 
every nation, and every good heart and 
hand under heaven. To these duties of 
the patriot, let us add, in the last place, 
others of the Christian. There are certain 
actions of «zeal, which particularly ought 


as labours for his glory, efforts to establish 
the truth and to advance his Iingdom.— 
Such. also are benefactions to our suffering 
brethren, a labour of love which GoD is not 
TR to forget. -Letwus, then, thus 
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1 gratitude to. Gop, such 
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© | atance.S;- Let enery aocatie 
fir the rich be rendered such to the poor, 
by a more than ordinary attention to their 
wants: and among these poor, who will not 
n place, in the first rank, those who in their 
country's defence have wee th 4 los 
of limbs, of health, and rep 
who have, to bewail the fall _ abe 
husband, brother, or friend? 


4 effects of our pious resolutions this day; 
8 dec we thus eminently display our sin- 


dur — we not look forward to 
* most beneficial conse 


5 be il continue to us his most precious 
blessings - that he will make of (this our 
Day of Thanksgiving, a prelude to days 


over our publick and national enemies 


. 0 1 
ur e e Lord Gees 
x of xejoicing 


Should, my brethr en, such be the Hoppy 


1: zeal, in praising and serving 


quences? May 
we not hope that, witness of our effort, 


of future triumph? Of triumph not only 


Spiritual and eternal ones, Sin and Death?- 
May we not hope that, well pleased with 


n our SAcrifices, he will speedily confer on 
i us the fruits of a durable and advantageous 
peace on earth; and transporting us into 
J his bosom, fill our souls with a peace, that 


aurpasses the utmost limits of our concep- 
tion, in the kingdom of heaven? 
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over those still more to be dreaded, our 
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